Welcome to the F.I.R.E. Parent Group!
What is F.I.R.E.?
Founded in 1996, the Foundation for Inclusive Religious Education started as a meeting in a family’s living room.  Today, F.I.R.E. is providing financial assistance for inclusive education services to eight schools in our Diocese:  Archbishop O’Hara High School, Nativity of Mary, St. Elizabeth, St. Peter’s, St. Therese, St. Thomas More, Visitation, and St. Mary’s High School.  
F.I.R.E. grants assist with the costs of special education teachers, para educators, materials, equipment, staff development, and allow schools to educate children with special needs alongside their peers.  Thanks to F.I.R.E. funding, children with special needs are reaching their highest potential.  The inclusion of children with special needs in our classrooms is enlightening and expanding the lives of all children by teaching acceptance, compassion, and the value of every child of God.
Visit our website at www.fire-program.org 
Our mission is to provide children with special needs the opportunity for an inclusive Catholic education in their home parish schools.
What is the F.I.R.E. Parent Group? 
The F.I.R.E. Parent Group includes parents of children with special needs who want their children to receive special education services in the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.  The Parent Group exists primarily to raise funds for F.I.R.E.  Each year, support is given to the golf tournament fundraiser in the Spring as well as the main F.I.R.E. fundraiser, Bonfire, which is held in the Fall.  Bonfire is a dinner and dancing event, and also includes a silent auction and raffle.  The Parent Group puts on smaller fundraisers at various times throughout the year.  They also function as a support group and social network for parents. 
In addition to the Parent Group, F.I.R.E. has a Board of Directors, Board President, and two part time staff members which include an Executive Director and an Administrative Assistant.  The F.I.R.E. office is located in the Chancery.
Whom does F.I.R.E. serve?
F.I.R.E. provides the opportunity for Diocesan schools to educate children with special needs in an inclusive setting.  Children with diagnosed special needs including Down syndrome, developmental delays, Lowe’s syndrome, Spina Bifida, Autism, and Cerebral Palsy benefit from F.I.R.E. funding.  Additionally, students with mild learning disabilities receive services and support from modifications and instruction provided by Special Education teachers and Para educators within inclusive classrooms and resource rooms.

Now that I am part of the Parent Group, what should I do?
Below is a list of expectations for parents who seek special education services for their children:

· Contact your school principal to discuss your child’s diagnosis and enrollment procedures when your child is born or as soon as a diagnosis is made.  You must register with your home parish if you have not already done so.
· Attend Parent Group meetings for at least two years before your child begins receiving services.  The Parent Group meets the first Wednesday of almost every month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  The Parent Group does not meet in December or July.  Only one parent from each family is required to attend.  The Parent Group usually meets at the St. Peter’s Legacy Center.
· Support the Golf Tournament.  Each Spring, Parent Group members should obtain donations for tournament door prizes, try to find golfers and sponsors for the tournament, and volunteer at the tournament.  Parent Group members should also make a financial donation to the golf tournament, as their resources permit.
· Support Bonfire.  Each Fall, Parent Group members should sell raffle tickets, obtain donations for the silent auction, solicit donors for Bonfire, and volunteer during Bonfire.  Parent Group members should also make a financial donation to Bonfire, as their resources permit.

· Solicit donations to F.I.R.E.  Parent Group members should provide the names and addresses of their friends, family members, and businesses that may be willing to donate to F.I.R.E.  These names and addresses may be e-mailed to the F.I.R.E. office at fire@diocesekcsj.org.  Parent Group members should try to personally contact these potential donors.
· Support a fundraiser at your school for inclusive education.  F.I.R.E. grants do not cover the full cost of inclusive education.  Each school that receives a F.I.R.E. grant spends a substantial amount of its own funds to make up the difference.  Each year, each of these schools should hold its own fundraiser to raise some money for inclusive education at that particular school.
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